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Emancipation Proclamation: Second Inaugural Address
The second inaugural address by Lincoln was done in 1865 four years after the American civil war between the northern and southern states. Lincoln believed that the cause of the war was slavery and that the war itself was a punishment for the sin of slavery.  Lincoln's philosophy of government was that it should be liberal in that people should have liberty and freedom and this can be seen through the emancipation of slaves. He believed that all men are equal.  Lincoln declared all slaves free and urged them to abstain from violence unless it was necessary for self-defense and they were to work for reasonable wages.  The purpose of his free government philosophy served the purpose of unifying all the people.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For instance, people sought to seek vengeance against the south but Lincoln believed that both the north and south were involved in the 250 years of slavery. His philosophy sought to have compassion and reconciliation and this is evident when he said “with malice toward none, with charity for all; with firmness in the right.” Through his second inaugural address, Lincoln was able to lay a basis for democracy; advocating for equal civil and political rights of the black people through his philosophy of equality.
